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XVI1. Abfiraét of a Regiffer of the Barometer, Thermome=
ter, and Rain, at Lyndon in Rutland; &y Thomas Barker,
Efg. Alfo of the Rain in Hampthire and Surrey. Commu--
nicated by Thomas White, E/g. F.R.S.

Read Aprnil 30, 1789,

1788.
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'THE year began open and mild, at firft thowery, afterward
drier and ftormy. The chief part of February was wet, but
more fo for frequency -than quantity. After a few mifty days
there came in March above a fortnight’s tharp froft, the longeft
this winter, and with fevere eaft winds cut things more than "
all the winter before, which was in general an open one.
The laft twelve or thirteen days of March the fpring fet in
pleafant, and continued forwarding all April, and proved a
very dry {pring. There were at times this year fits of ex-
ceeding hot weather, the end of April, the fourth week in
May, the third in June, and fecond in July; but fo much
windy weather, with hot fun and cold winds, that bees which
were forward the beginning of May, and fome few {warms fo
early, feemed backwarder again at the end of the month., The
grafs was every where fhort, and began to burn; but a fine
rain at the end of May ftrengthened the grain very much, and
made the grafs grow in fome degree ; but it {oon began toburn
again in adry June, with almoft conftant north and north-eaft
winds, fo that the pafture was fhort, and very little hay.

The end of June, and two-thirds of July, were very frequent
fhowers and wind. There were in fome parts of England very
heavy thunder-ftorms, and more rain than they withed for in
hay-time. The thowers were light here; they made the grain
ear well, peafe and beans fet thick, and brought the turnips
paft the fly. The grafs alfo grew in fome degree, but burnt
again before July was out, and more in Auguft, of which the
firft ten days were dry ; but the fhowery latter part made the
grafs grow confiderably, which was much wanted, and did not
much hinder the harveft, which was in general well got, and
was good. The autumn was very fine, and fo much rain in
~one month, efpecially the third week in September, that there
5 was
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was more grafs after that than there had been any part of the
fummer betore, though not fuch quantities as there fometimes
1s ; for, take the year throughout, I think I never knew lefs.
But that was not the cafe in all parts of England: I believe it
was in general a dry fummer every where; but in {ome places
there was a great deal of grafs at times. So great a fruit year
of moft forts, garden, orchard, and wild, 1 think, I hardly
ever knew. After the firlt week in O&ober it was dry again,
and fo fine, mild, and clear of frofts, that the nafturtiums
were not cut off till after the middle of November; and the
ground and roads continued dry till the fnow at Chriftmas, and
there was in many places great want of water {o ‘late in the
year. Moft part of the laft week in November, and the firft
third part of December, was a gentle froft; but then it fet
in very fevere, and, except an imperfe&t thaw the 24th and
25th, has been an uncommonly cold and hard froft, freezing
-over many of the rivers, with a confiderable fnow at times,
chiefly the 26th and 27th, and continued to the end of the
wyear, and beyond it.

HAccount of a finking-in of the ground.

In a wet feafon, about Chrif’cmas 1787, a picce of appa-
rently found ground on the north fide of a moderate hill, a
mile and half fouth-weft from Ketton in Rutland, funk down
into the earth, leaving a great hollow. The ground was
{mooth before, and a waggon had lately gone over the place.
There was nobody by when it fell in; but a labourer going
home from his work was the firt perfon who found it.

It was fome time after the accident before I heard of it, and
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it was in {pring time that I went to fee it. I then found it
to be an oval hole, five yards over one way, and four another,
and about four yards deep in the middle; but fome of the
earth having lodged againtt the fides of the pit, it was not fo
deep there; yet the oval muft upon the whole have funk down
about three yards, and gone dire@tly downward, for the fides of
the pit are left perpendicular. 1 found a httle water at the
bottom of the pit, and was told there had been a great deal
more at firft, The bottom half of the pit 1s a blue clay, and
from a foot to a yard thick at the top 1s a ftiff’ earth mixed
with ftones. There were plain figns that a drain from the
ground above had in wet times run down near where the pit
now is ; fome of it probably ran into and under the ground,
and had, in a courfe of time, undermined it; and that feems:
to have been the reafon that the pit funk in as it has done.

A man of Ketton, who has freeftone pits in the fame lord-
thip, but on the oppofite fide of the town, fays, he fometimes
meets with beds of clay in his pits, which are undermined,
and have hollows in them. And to the northward of thefe
ftone pits there are many hollows, which they call the Swal-
low-pits; becaufe, being hollow underneath, no water will lie
in them, but runs through holes into the ground. Thefe
fwallow-pits I know, and they feem to be clay at top; and he
fays, they do not appear to have been ever dug by men, but
that the {urface of the ground has funk down into the hollow
there was beneath it.
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